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Non dilexerunt animam suam usque ad mortem.

The Latin, Non dilexerunt animam suam usque ad mortem,
translates, “... they loved not their lives unto the death.” Revelation 12:11

On The Cover: Massacres at Salzburg took place in 1528 when
Prince-Archbishop Cardinal Matthaus Lang of Salzburg issued
mandates sending police in search of Anabaptists. Many were
captured and killed. This engraving illustrates the sufferings and
sacrifices these Dissenters endured when their government, in
conjunction with established religion, attempted to coerce and
impose uniformity of religious belief. Hence, this picture is a
reminder of the cost of religious liberty and the ever-present need
to maintain the separation of church and state. We use this art to
represent our Dissent and Nonconformity Series.
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The coalition of church and state (corpus Christianum)
has continually had outspoken opponents since its’
inception in the 4th century under Constantine. All
through the long medieval night of papal terror and up
to the present day of accommodation and compromise,
there has never been a time when the voice of dissent
and nonconformity was not heard, protesting against
established religion and coerced uniformity. The most
prominent target of that protest has been the arrogant
usurpation of Christ’s Kingly Authority and Headship
over His churches and the souls of men, whether that
usurpation was Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, or any other. As it has been, so shall it
ever be. This enduring testimony of dissent, this genuine
Christian nonconformity arises as the inevitable
response of the Christian soul to the internal witness of
the Spirit toward the truth and supreme authority of
God’s Word. Consequently, the origin, nature and
history of Christ’s churches can never be adequately
discerned or explained apart from some grasp of the
Biblical Truths advocated and defended throughout the
history of genuine Christian Dissent and Nonconformity.
As Dr. J. S. Whale, former Professor of Ecclesiastical
History, Mansfield College, Oxford University and
President of Cheshunt College, Cambridge University,
said, “Dissent, not only from the centralized absolutism of
Rome, but also from the State establishments of
Protestantism in the Old World is an historic fact of
enduring influence. To account for the tradition of liberty
in the ‘free world’ of today without reference to dissent
would be to read modern history with one eye shut.”
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